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January 24—Zakira’s Chili Cook off Daytona 24 @atch Party, Blue Ash 

June 7-10, 2026—MAC Lebanon, Ohio 

September 13-18, 2026 Conclave Galena, Ill 
June 7-11, 2027—Conclave Lake Tahoe, CA 

CALENDAR 2026 

MEETINGS 2026 (so far) 
August: Cox 
September:  Ben Grabow 
October :Parrots ? 
November: Still need volunteer. 

Feb:  Yannone 
March: Wallace  
April—Landauer's 
May: Ballinger's 
June: Skipping due to 
MAC 
July: Wolfers- tentative 

 

 
OVAHC member, Dan 
Durbin driving his Healey 
with the Executive Direc-
tor of the Faculty Emeriti 
Association, Pam Person 
waving from the passen-
ger seat at the U.C. 
Homecoming Parade on 
Saturday, October 25, 
2025.  She absolutely 
loved the ride! 

I can't thank you enough for your Tech Team generous help and expert advice. 
Wednesday 10/22/25 was my 80th birthday and this was the best birthday present I 
could have received. I'm back on the road now and I owe all of you a great many 
thanks for your kind assistance and dedication to ensuring that we can continue to en-

joy these classics. 





TECH TEAM 
On Thursday, November 20, three members of the OVAHC Tech Team and a friend / previous co-worker of Jerry’s 
met at the Batavia garage of Jerry Cox.  We were at it again to try to get his MGB’s engine head installed without any 
coolant leaks into the #3 cylinder.  Three previous attempts failed due to head studs being damaged and not al-
lowing the full and proper clamping force for the head to block seal.  This time we had a virgin set of ARP bolts (the 
best), and we double checked everything before assembling.  Scott Brown and John Wallace started the session 
by using a video probe to inspect each threaded head stud recess into the block and then cleaning and blowing 
out all the holes.  Scott had previously used a flat surfacing stone on the block to ensure a flat, smooth surface 
and then was cleaned with solvent.  Tim Ross installed a new Heli-Coil insert into the rearmost exhaust manifold 
tapped hole in the head – replacing the previously damaged Heli-Coil.  Tim R. then checked all the other manifold 
stud mounting holes and studs for decent fit and threads, and all were labeled as to which spot to install.  Tim 
Akers, who has a varied car collection, joined us and verified our preparations and plans for the head installa-
tion.  Scott drove and bought a new can of copper coat gasket spray, and he and John Wallace gave the new head 
gasket two coats, per previous discussions with Don Klein.  Then using two old head studs for alignment, the gas-
ket was dropped onto the head, the head was lowered, the old locating studs removed and all the new studs were 
installed with a little anti-seize on each tip going fully into the block.  Push rods for the valve train were then in-
stalled using assembly lube on the pushrod tips and valve stem tops.  With the valve train in place, we could then 
add the hardened flat washers and the special ARP nuts to the studs using the supplied ARP assembly lubri-
cant.  A standard head stud tightening sequence was followed to bring the final torque up to 50 ft-lbs in three 
steps, starting in the center of the head and proceeding front and back to the ends.  Similar installation of the ex-
haust and intake manifolds onto the side of the head proceeded, using new brass nuts except for the rearmost 
stud which had to be inverted to work with the fine thread Heli-Coil and thus needed a coarse threaded steel nut. 
  
Charleen Cox had ordered a lunch of sandwiches for us and we took a break – while hoping that the new head 
studs and gasket accomplished their job.  After lunch we worked on the exhaust system, which will require some 
removal of the exhaust pipes to access the flanges and install some new studs from Moss.  Tim A. and Scott in-
stalled the heater water control valve onto the side of the block and John added antifreeze solution – our first qual-
ity check on the head and gasket.  Good News!!  No green fluid in any of the cylinders.  Bad News – green fluid 
leaking from the heater control valve mount.  So, some of the antifreeze was drained back out and the oƯending 
valve removed.  The new gasket was damaged, so Scott cut a new one out of some rubbery material that Jerry had 
in his bicycle shop.  We then took time 
to check the tapped length of the valve 
mounting bolt holes in the block and 
adjusted the length of the bolts to en-
sure they clamped the valve without 
bottoming.  Tim A. used infinite pa-
tience to get the bolts started and 
tightened again.  Then the antifreeze 
was refilled and NO MORE 
LEAKS!  Next time we will get the ex-
haust system back together and rein-
stall the carbs, set the timing and run 
the engine for the first time in two 
years. 



12/18 members of 
the Ohio Valley Aus-
tin Healey Club 
Tech team assisted 
club member Jerry 
Cox get his MGB 
running again.  



FEBRUARY MEETING 

Beechmont Ave (Rt 
125) 

February 5 meeting at Joe Yannone’s new house in Amelia, Ohio.  
Take Rt. 125 (Beechmont) to Amelia and turn right on Oak/ Jenny 
Lynn Drive then R on Locust Lake Rd. 

1466 Locust Lake 
Road 
Amelia, Ohio 45102 
 
Kick tires at 1:00—
meeting starts at 2. 
 
BYOB 




